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The DD-214

e Proof of service for Veterans

 One page document containing all necessary
details of a Veterans service

e Personal identifying information, Military
Occupational Specialties (MOS), awards, education,
overseas service, etc.

e Discharge document DOD began using in 1950 with
DoDI 1336.01

e Prior to 1950 there were many versions: WD AGO
53, WD AGO 55, WD AGO 53-55, NAVPERS 553,
NAVMC 78PD, and the NAVCG 553.
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The DD-214

Bylaws Section 515

a. Regular Membership. Only the following may be regular members of the MCL:

(4) Marines who are serving or have served honorably* in the United States Marine Corps "ON
ACTIVE DUTY," for not less than ninety (90) days and earned the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor or have
served or is currently serving in the United States Marine Corps Reserve and have earned no less
than ninety (90) Reserve Retirement Credit Points.(Rev 2022)

(2) U.S. Navy Personnel

(i) who are serving or have served honorably* in the United States Navy and who have trained
with Marine FMF units in excess of ninety (90) days and earned the Marine Corps device (clasp)
worn on the Service Ribbon, (i.e.: Southwest Asia Service Medal, Vietham Service Medal, Armed
Forces Expeditionary Medal, etc.) or;

(ii) earned the Fleet Marine Force Enlisted Warfare Specialist Device (FMFEWS) (1 Oct 2006 to
present) or the Fleet Marine Force Officer (FMFQO) Insignia (1 Jan 2006 to present) which must be
noted on the DD214 form. An Award of the Fleet Marine Force Ribbon (FMF Ribbon) (1Sept 1984-
30 Sept 2006), the FMFEWS or FMFQO may serve as prima facie evidence of eligibility.

Note * - “Served Honorably” is determined by the last DD Form 214 or certificate of discharge that
the applicant received. A General Discharge under Honorable Conditions is acceptable.
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The DD-256 Certificate of Discharge

Example
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The DD-214

“Certified Copy”

National Archives

e Free to request (using SF-180)

e DD-214

e Official Military Personnel File (OMPF)
e Medical and Health Records
 Replacement Medals (1 complete set)

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
Video: https://youtu.be/6WXQMIiR5xxk

County Clerk’s Office

e Used to be customary to store a copy
e May become public record if stored there

8/25/2023 Marine Corps League


https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
https://youtu.be/6WXQMiR5xxk
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The DD-214

MARADMIN 343/10 (June 2010)

e (A) THE DD FORM 214 WILL BE PHYSICALLY DELIVERED TO ALL SEPARATING
ACTIVE DUTY AND DEMOBILIZED MARINES

e (B) COPIES 1 AND 4 WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE MARINE WHEN THE MARINE
DEPARTS. ALL OTHER COPIES WILL BE DISTRIBUTED THE DAY AFTER THE EAS

e (C) AFTER THE DELIVERY OF THE DD FORM 214, SHOULD SUBSEQUENT EVENTS
OCCUR THAT INVALIDATE THE EAS, SEPARATION CODE, OR CHARACTERIZATION
OF SERVICE, FOR EXAMPLE, DEATH, MISCONDUCT, ETC., COMMANDS MUST
CANCEL THE DD FORM 214 BY ISSUING A DD FORM 215

https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-
Display/Article/888805/changes-in-delivery-of-dd-form-214-to-active-duty-and-
reserve-marines/
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https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/888805/changes-in-delivery-of-dd-form-214-to-active-duty-and-reserve-marines/
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The DD-214

Copies (bottom right corner of the document)

e Member 1 - Short form does not contain character of discharge

e Service 2 —Service Personnel File

e Veterans Affairs 3 — DOD provides to the VA

e Member 4 — Long form contains character of discharge (physically handed at
discharge) — if initialed in Block 30

e Department of Labor 5 — DOD provides to the U.S. DOL

e Member 6 — DOD provides to veteran’s State Director of Veteran Affairs

e Service 7—Same as Service 2

 Service 8 —Same as Service 2

NOTE: DD-215 is a correction to DD-214, Certificate of Release or Discharge from
Active Duty

8/25/2023 Marine Corps League
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The DD-214

Types of Discharges:

Honorable — Okay for MCL Membership

General (under honorable conditions) — Okay for MCL Membership

General (under other than honorable conditions)

Bad Conduct

Dishonorable

Entry-Level (when a service member fails to complete the first 180 days of service
and do not have veteran status)

Discharge Upgrade Process (up to 15 years after discharge):
https://www.va.gov/discharge-upgrade-instructions

8/25/2023 Marine Corps League
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The DD-214

Version Dates:
1950
1955
1956
1966
1972
1979
1989
2009
2014

8/25/2023 Marine Corps League



Note “Honorable”

Example

Version 1952
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Elvis Pressley
Note “Honorable”

—

Example

Version 1955



Note “Honorable”

Version 1966

8/25/2023
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Note: Character of
Service to the Left

Version XXXX
Member 1
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Note Bottom Section

Example

Version 1979
Service 2



What is the
Character of Service
for this discharge?

Version 2009
Member 1

Example



Note Bottom Section

Example

Version 2009
Member 4
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The DD-214

Character of Discharge Section (from example on next page)
23. Type of Separation: Discharged
24. Character of Service: Honorable
25. Separation Authority: MARCORSEPMAN per 8401
(disability discharge with severance pay)

26. Separation Code: JFL1 = Physical disability with severance pay
27. Reentry Code: RE-3P = Physical disability

RE 1 — May reenlist without issue

RE 2 — May reenlist but restrictions may apply

RE 3 — May reenlist but may need a waiver

RE 4 — Ineligible to reenlist without Exception to Policy (ETP) waiver
28. Narrative Reason for Separation: Physical Disability with Severance Pay
29. Dates of Time Lost During This Period: None
30. Member Requests Copy-4 — (Initials)

8/25/2023 Marine Corps League
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The DD-214

Note Corner — sometimes it looks like two documents
photocopied but outer edge consistent

~—
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The DD-214

Credit to Sources Used:

Archives.gov

Benefits.com

DD214.us

EBenefits.va.gov

Marines.mil

MilConnect.DMDC.OSD.mil
RAND Corporation ©2019 ISBN: 978-1977402202 _ mwocon
VA.gov

Veteran.com
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